
  

 

Venerable Edel Quinn  

Edel Quinn was born in Kanturk, Co. Cork, Ireland on September 14th, 1907. As a girl, her desire 
was to enter a Contemplative Convent, but she was prevented from doing so by ill health. 

At the age of 20, Edel Quinn joined the Legion of Mary in Dublin and gave herself entirely to its 
apostolate. In 1932, she became seriously ill and spent a long period in hospital. Edel later 
resumed her Legion work, though with her health permanently impaired. 

Edel Quinn was appointed Legion of Mary Envoy with the commission to establish the 
organization in the vast territories of East and Central Africa. She encountered great obstacles 
in this pioneering work.  

As against every difficulty and her wretched health, Edel Quinn brought to her task an absolute 
faith in God's love and a limitless trust in the maternal care of the Blessed Virgin. Edel Quinn 
was gifted with a clear practical mind, notable organizing ability, an indomitable will, a deep 
fund of warm, human sympathy and an infectious joyousness of spirit that never failed her.  

Everyone who knew her, including her parents, her three sisters and a brother, describe Edel as 
having been totally unselfish, giving herself to others without consideration of herself. Edel had 
a concern for everyone and shared in their sufferings, but never revealed her own. She was 
truly patient in her suffering, which was considerable, but she never gave evidence of pain or 
worriment. She was always cheerful, even when she was in intense pain or extreme discomfort. 
She was known for her joy and for her love of jokes as much as she was for her holiness.  

Although working alone and in a state of perpetual ill-health and exhaustion, Edel Quinn 
established the Legion on a firm, enduring basis even as far a Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. 
Hundreds of Legion branches and multiple councils were established, and she mobilized 
thousands of Africans in the service of the Church. 

After eight years of heroic labor, Edel Quinn died in Nairobi on May 14th, 1944, where she is 
buried in the Missionaries' Cemetery. The Diocesan Process, the first step towards her 
beatification, was sent in motion by the Archbishop of Nairobi. Because of the proclamation of 
her outstanding holiness by St. John Paul II, Edel Quinn now bears the title Venerable. 

          Source: Legion of Mary 



  

 "It is certain that the Servant of God, Edel Mary Quinn, a secular virgin of the Legion of Mary, 
practiced to a heroic degree the theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity towards God 
and her neighbor and likewise the cardinal virtues of Prudence, Justice, Temperance and 
Fortitude".                      St. John Paul II 

 

A nun who met her on her last visit to an outlying mission station said: “We could not get her 
to rest as long as there was work to be done.”               “The Last Days of Edel Quinn” 

 

"Miss Quinn is an extraordinary individual; courageous, zealous and optimistic. She wanders 
around in a dilapidated Ford, having for sole companion an African driver. When she returns 
home she will be qualified to speak about the Missions and Missionaries, having really more 
experience than any single Missionary I know."             Bishop McCarthy 

 

“Do not think I always practice what I preach – there are days when I let everything go by the 
board. I am not what you think, you know! One must only start again. I think the great thing 
is not to get discouraged, no matter how much we will fail, but always be ready to begin 
again. In that way only, will we be sure to persevere. “     Venerable Edel Quinn 

 

 
Questions: 
 

1) What qualities of Venerable Edel Quinn’s stand out to you? What quality of hers do you 
most want in yourself? 
 

2) How are we, or those we know, spiritually attacked through health issues? 
 

3) What does it mean to embody the theological virtues of faith, hope and charity? Who 
do you know in your life who does that? 
 

4) How was Edel a missionary? How can we be missionaries in our own lives? 
 

5) Edel is known for her holiness – and also her joy. How can you be more joyful? What 
would that look like? What is preventing your joy right now? 
 

 


